[Use of plasma calcitonin levels in the detection of Sipple syndrome in siblings (clinicopathological conference)].
In a 22-year old man plasma calcitonin was normal in the basal state but elevated to 2.6 ng/ml after stimulation with calcium and pentagastrin. Two other family members had had bilateral pheochromocytoma accompanied by medullary carcinoma of the thyroid in one case and by adenomas of the parathyroid glands in the other. The literature of Sipple's syndrome, the value of calcitonin assay and the grounds for screening in affected families are reviewed. Surgery (total thyroidectomy) confirmed the clinical suspicion of C-cell hyperplasia and medullary microcarcinoma of the thyroid gland. Hyperplasia of the parathyroid glands was also found.